WILLIAM VAUGHN MOODY
all, nor do I see any way of combating it that promises much.
Your sister [in-law] has just written, and from her tone I gather that she found the total impression of the book rather gloomy and pessimistic. I 'm afraid I have n't made clear enough the positive part — the love of life and belief in its issues — which I meant to be the core of the matter. How do you feel about it?
Always yours,
WILL. To Mrs. C. H. Toy
CENTURY CLUB, NEW YORK.
DECEMBER 12, 1900. DEAR MRS. TOY:
Your objection to the "theology" of the Masque would be well taken if there were any theology in it. There is n't an ounce, or at least if there is it is there against my will. Of course I didn't intend my "strangely unpleasant" God to be taken seriously. To me the whole meaning and value of the poem lies in the humanistic attitude and character of Raphael, the philosophic outlook of Uriel, and the plea for passion as a means of salvation everywhere latent. The rest
133nceforward a hell of a noise unloading things. You can stay in bed until 7, and breakfast on the boat. Take street car
